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by engraving, embossing, or stamping. Metal mounts
and clasps are still used for books of a ceremonial nature,
that are expected to stand on lecterns. It is true that
the metal book mounts of the trade have reached a
degree of almost unbelievable degradation; but there
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has been of late a revival of fine metal work used on
books, mainly in connexion with the binding of war
memorial books and books for use in churches.

The decoration of publishers' cloth cases is on an
entirely different plane from that of hand-tooled bind-
ings. The limits are not so obvious, as almost anything
that is capable of being printed can be impressed on a
cloth case. Cloth cases are blocked or printed in a large
blocking-press that can be used either for colour or for
gold3 or, of course, to make blind impressions. It is
much more costly to block in gold than in colour,
because gold leaf has to be laid on to each case
separately by hand, and the surplus, after the pattern
has been impressed, has to be wiped off; whereas
coloured inks are fed on automatically as in an ordinary